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Auctioneer: AndrewSylvester, 785-456-4352 

Livestock Press: 
Dakota Ferguson, High Plains Journal, 785-893-1604  
Stephen Russell, Kansas Stockman, 785-458-2650  
Guy Peverly, The Stock Exchange, 785-456-4390 

Buyers unable to attend the sale may send their bids to the 
Auctioneer, owners or any member of the livestock press. 

DVAuction will be broadcasting this year’s sale. Go to 
www.dvauction.com to view the video of the bulls and register 
to bid. 

Sale Day Phones: 
Richard Poland  620-886-1720 
Berry Bortz  620-546-6077 
Brandon Bortz  620-546-4199 
Brandon Poland  620-886-1755 
Paul Smith  620-886-0399 
Jeff Mafi   816-344-4266 

Accommodations: 
PRATT, KS: 
Comfort Suites..……….……..…704 Allison Lane - 620-672-9999 
Holiday Inn Express……..……..1903 Pauline Pl. - 620-508-6350  
Best Western Plus………………………112 K-61 - 620-508-6466 
MEDICINE LODGE, KS: 
Copa Budget Host Inn………………W. Hwy. 160 - 620-886-5673 

Sale Location: 
From Isabel, KS (which is 15 miles north of Medicine Lodge or 
22 miles SE of Pratt), Poland Angus Ranch is located 1 mile 
east on Hwy 42, 3 miles south on Isabel Road, 1 mile east on 
Mineral Road (at Poland Angus Sign) and 1/4 mile north on 
Harvest Road. 

Repeat Buyer and Volume Discounts: 
We offer discounts for both our repeat buyers and volume 
buyers of bulls that sell for greater than $3,500. If you have 
purchased a bull in the last three years, you will receive a 5% 
discount on your bull purchases for any bull selling for more 
than $3,500. If you buy five or more bulls for more than $3,500 
each, you will receive a 5% discount. Buy 10 or more and take 
10% off. The total discount combining the repeat and volume 
discounts will not exceed 10%. Additionally, there is a $50/head 
discount for bulls taken home on sale day. 

Breeding Guarantee: 
First breeding season guarantee until August 1 of the year 
purchased, against death and injury on any bull selling for 
$3,500 or more. In the case of an injury that prohibits the bull’s 
use as a breeder per inspection by buyer and seller, the bull will 
be sold for salvage price, which the buyer will retain. The buyer 
will then receive credit for the bid price less the salvage price in 
next year’s sale or exchange for a suitable replacement. All bulls 
are guaranteed as breeders; we stand behind all of the bulls 
regardless of price. 

Post-Sale Care: 
For those that may not have a safe place for your new 
purchase, we will care for your new purchases at no cost to you 
or 30 days. After 30 days, we will continue to care for your bull 
for $5 per day. 

Terms and Conditions: 
We will retain 1/3 revenue sharing semen interest in all bulls 
selling in this year’s sale. The purchaser gets full possession 
and 100% salvage value of the purchased bull. All purchases 
are to be settled sale day unless prior arrangements have been 
made. Cattle will sell under the suggested Terms and Conditions 
of the American Angus Association (http://www.angus.org/
Pub/suggested_sale_terms.pdf). 

Herd Health: 
Proper health certificates for immediate shipment will 
accompany all cattle. All breeding age bulls have passed a 
breeding soundness evaluation and have tested PI negative. 

Announcements: 
Announcements made from the sale block will take precedence 
over printed material. 

Insurance: 
Livestock mortality insurance is available upon request through 
Farm Bureau Insurance in Medicine Lodge. Call Corona Hoch at 
620-886-3316. The office personnel will help you. 

Delivery: 
Bulls picked up sale day will receive a $50 discount. Free 
delivery; 1) all purchases within 100 miles; 2) all purchases 
$3500 or more, or two or more bulls within 200 miles; 3) all bulls 
over $5000 within the continental United States. 

Video Auction 
The bulls will not run through the ring on sale day, so come 
early to evaluate the bulls in the pens! See page14 for more 

information. 

Selling: 
34 Angus Fall Yearlings 

 37 Angus Spring Yearlings 

Schedule of Events: 
February 28th:     

Noon-6:30…………………………View Bulls 

March 1st:     
8 AM………………………………View Bulls 
11:30 AM…………….Complimentary Lunch 
12:45 PM………………Opening Comments 
1 PM………………….Video Auction Begins 

View the sale book, bull video, and updated bull information on 
our website: www.polandangus.com. 

http://www.angus.org/Pub/suggested_sale_terms.pdf
http://www.angus.org/Pub/suggested_sale_terms.pdf
http://www.polandangus.com
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Welcome to the 2023 Carcass Plus Bull Sale. 

Poland Angus Ranch Mission Statement: “To produce beef cattle that will 
have a lasting, positive effect on the beef industry.” 

Change this mission statement a little bit to fit our lives, and one would 
have: “To live a life that will have a positive, lasting effect on the lives with 
which I come into contact.” 

Whether breeding cattle or living our lives, this is a pretty tall order. It is 
certainly not impossible, but will take a bit or even a lot of sacrifice, 
wisdom, perseverance and dedication. Will we fail at times, certainly, but 
we learn through those mistakes, and hopefully do not return to those 
same mistakes. 

We are so blessed to live in this great country. Without a question, it is the 
freest, most prosperous, safest place to live and work. There are things, in 
this country, that we would like to change for the better, but unlike many 
other countries, we have the means by which to accomplish the task of 
making positive change. Our right to vote in every election is the 
cornerstone for making change. We each have the right to run for 
leadership positions, or to encourage and support others with that vision. 

Edmund Burke said; “The only thing necessary for evil to triumph in 
the world is that good men do nothing.” Good men (women), do what 
is right! 

As I looked back at the “letters” in past catalogues, a common theme 
popped out at me; it’s another challenging year. The challenges may 
change, but our resolve to work through those challenges has not. 

Each year presents challenges; drought, too wet, too cold, too hot, not 
enough feed, low cattle prices, high input costs, just to name a few. 
Because of our forward thinking, planning, adaptability and resilience, we 
are still here and so are you, and that is a real positive. 

Difficult times make us evaluate what we are doing and why we do it. 
During this evaluation time, we start to “think outside the box”, innovate, 
adapt, plan and make changes that will be beneficial for our business in the 
years to come. Like many of you, plan “A” turned into plan “B”, then “C” etc. 
That is just what we do to survive these “challenges” and then prosper. 

Thank you for considering the Carcass Plus Bull Sale for your beef genetic 
needs. I am confident that you will find the bulls in this offering that can and 
will propel your breeding program and business in the desired direction. 

The bulls will be in their pens here on Tuesday afternoon. We will be glad 
to show the bulls to you at any other time at your convenience, just give us 
a call, so that we can be available to assist you. If you cannot be at the 
sale, you may leave bids with any of the livestock publication 
representatives or anyone on our team, or sign up to bid live on DV 
Auction. 

See you sale day! 

Sincerely, 

Richard

Kent, Erin, Isabel and Reese Simpson

Brandon, Jan, Faith, Regan, Zeb and Quinn Poland 
Bailea and Daniel Daub

Richard and Anita

Paul, Heather, Corbin, Camryn and Callan Smith
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As we arrive at certain milestones through the journey of life, whether it be birthdays, anniversaries, or hard 
fought achievements, we tend to take time to reflect. I will turn 62 this year, an age which some of my non-
farming classmates are starting to retire. One of my college roommates, just bought a retirement home next to 
a lake in South Carolina. My kids have all inquired what retirement looks like for me. I think they are trying to 
push me out the door. My usual answer has something to do with the inside of a coffin. When we have class 
get togethers once a month or so, we all can relate to which doctor we went to this week, how strong of 
glasses did you get, how long before you get hearing aids and my favorite, what was your worst “Brain Fart” 
this week? Another common denominator for me and my high school classmates is that we have all lost at 
least one parent now, if not both. This has caused a more serious tone of contemplation on my part. Have I 
lived the good life and did I fulfill my purpose? I have concluded that farmers answer to a higher calling to feed, 
clothe, shelter, and transport the world as efficiently as possible so everyone can have an acceptable standard 
of living, and yes sometimes at a sacrifice to themselves and their families. So in answering this calling a 
”Farmers” life does have purpose and as you have heard me say before “a life with a purpose gives full 
meaning to life.” 

Another milestone we are achieving today is our twentieth anniversary of selling bulls to you, our valued 
friends, neighbors, and customers. In those early years we showed you seven epd’s. Today we show you 
eighteen. For the majority, seven variable interactions are about all we can manage at one time. So that is the 
driving force that led to the $ indexes the American Angus Association provides to help you evaluate the 
difference between animals and how those differences could statistically affect your bottom line. $M is one of 
the newer ones that is more reflective of cow’s longevity and cost per production cycle. 

Another anniversary that occurred in 2022 is the 10-year anniversary of the drought year 2012. I opened my 
letter in the 2013 catalog with: “As 2012 came to an end, we tended to be pessimistic and critical of all the 
negative happenings all around the world, especially the ongoing drought.” The more things change the more 
they stay the same! Except for those things we can measure legitimate progress. In that same letter I gave you 
the statistics for our home raised cattle marketed in 2012 that we monitor. Carcass weights for steers and 
heifers of 841 lb. and 737 lb. respectively, and graded 79.15% choice and 17.75% prime. (96.9% choice or 
better). 2022 cattle; Carcass weights 928 and 768. 74.43% choice and 25.25% prime. (99.98 choice or better). 
It is possible to make herd improvements through disciplined selection. If you have questions about our cattle 
or just want to catch up please call. 

Thank you for your patronage,  

Berry, Carla, Brandon, and Cari



!12



!13



!14



!15



!16



!17



!18



!19



!20



!21

In May, Richard was awarded with an 
Honorary State FFA degree in 
recognition of his contributions the FFA 
program.

Richard and Anita were honored to be selected 2022 Master Farmer 
and Farm Homemaker for Barber County, Kansas. This program is 
sponsored in cooperation with Kansas Farmer Magazine and K-
State Research and Extension. The award goes to families who 
have made a difference in their communities and the agriculture 
industry in Kansas. They will be honored in Manhattan on March 24 
at a banquet for the honorees and their families, and in the April 
issue of Kansas Farmer magazine.
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American Angus Association Selection Tools
Expected Progeny Difference (EPD), is the prediction of how 
future progeny of each animal are expected to perform relative to the 
progeny of other animals listed in the database. EPDs are expressed in 
units of measure for the trait, plus or minus. Interim EPDs may appear 
on young animals when their performance has yet to be incorporated 
into the American Angus Association National Cattle Evaluation (NCE) 
procedures. This EPD will be preceded by an “I”, and may or may not 
include the animal’s own performance record for a particular trait, 
depending on its availability, appropriate contemporary grouping, or 
data edits needed for NCE.

Accuracy (ACC), is the reliability that can be placed on the EPD. An 
accuracy of close to 1.0 indicates higher reliability. Accuracy is impacted 
by the number of progeny and ancestral records included in the 
analysis. 

Calving Ease Direct (CED), is expressed as a difference in percentage 
of unassisted births, with a higher value indicating greater calving ease 
in first-calf heifers. It predicts the average difference in ease with which 
a sire’s calves will be born when he is bred to first-calf heifers. 

Birth Weight (BW), expressed in pounds, is a predictor of a sire’s 
ability to transmit birth weight to his progeny compared to that of other 
sires. 

Weaning Weight (WW), expressed in pounds, is a predictor of a sire’s 
ability to transmit weaning growth to his progeny compared to that of 
other sires. 

Residual Average Daily Gain (RADG), feed efficiency expressed in 
pounds per day, is a predictor of a sire’s genetic ability for postweaning 
gain in future progeny compared to that of other sires, given a constant 
amount of feed consumed. 

Yearling Weight (YW), expressed in pounds, is a predictor of a sire’s 
ability to transmit yearling growth to his progeny compared to that of 
other sires. 

Yearling Height (YH), is a predictor of a sire’s ability to transmit 
yearling height, expressed in inches, compared to the that of other sires. 

Scrotal Circumference (SC), expressed in centimeters, is a predictor 
of the difference in transmitting ability for scrotal size compared to that 
of other sires. 

Docility (DOC), is expressed as a difference in yearling cattle 
temperament, with a higher value indicating more favorable docility in a 
sire’s offspring compared to another sire.

MATERNAL
Heifer Pregnancy (HP), is a selection tool to increase the probability 
or chance of a sire’s daughters becoming pregnant as first–calf heifers 
during a normal breeding season. A higher EPD is the more favorable 
direction, and the EPD is reported in percentage units. 

Calving Ease Maternal (CEM), is expressed as a difference in 
percentage of unassisted births, with a higher value indicating greater 
calving ease in first-calf daughters. It predicts the average ease with 
which a sire’s daughters will calve as first-calf heifers when compared 
to daughters of other sires. 

Maternal Milk (Milk), is a predictor of a sire’s genetic merit for milk 
and mothering ability in his daughters compared to daughters of other 
sires. In other words, it is that part of a calf ’s weaning weight attributed 
to milk and mothering ability. 

Mature Weight (MW), expressed in pounds, is a predictor of the 
difference in mature weight of daughters of a sire compared to the 
daughters of other sires. 

Mature Height (MH), expressed in inches, is a predictor of the 
difference in mature height of a sire’s daughters compared to daughters 
of other sires. 

Cow Energy Value ($EN), expressed in dollars savings per cow per 
year, assesses differences in cow energy requirements as an expected 
dollar savings difference in daughters of sires. A larger value is more 
favorable when comparing two animals. Components for computing 
$EN savings difference include lactation energy requirements and 
energy costs associated with differences in mature cow size. 

CARCASS
The genetic evaluation produces a single set of EPDs for carcass traits 
where the units of measure are in trait format and analyzed on an age-
constant basis. 

Carcass Weight (CW), expressed in pounds, is a predictor of the 
differences in hot carcass weight of a sire’s progeny compared to 
progeny of other sires. 

Marbling (Marb), is expressed as a fraction of the difference in USDA 
marbling score of a sire’s progeny compared to progeny of other sires. 

Ribeye Area (RE), expressed in square inches, is a predictor of the 
difference in ribeye area of a sire’s progeny compared to progeny of 
other sires. 

Fat Thickness (Fat), expressed in inches, is a predictor of the 
differences in external fat thickness at the 12th rib (as measured 
between the 12th and 13th ribs) of a sire’s progeny compared to progeny 
of other sires. 

FOOT SCORE
Claw Set (Claw), is expressed in units of claw-set score. A lower EPD 
is more favorable, indicating a sire will produce progeny with more ideal 
claw set, which is toes that are symmetrical, even and appropriately 
spaced.

Foot Angle (Angle), is expressed in units of foot-angle score. A lower 
EPD is more favorable, indicating a sire will produce progeny with more 
ideal foot angle, which is a 45-degree angle at the pastern joint with 
appropriate toe length and heel depth.

$VALUE INDEXES
$Value Indexes, reported in dollars per head, are multi-trait selection 
indexes where a higher value suggests more profit. The $Value is an 
estimate of how future progeny of each sire are expected to perform, 
on average, compared to progeny of other sires if sires were randomly 
mated to cows and if calves were exposed to the same environment. 

Maternal Weaned Calf Value ($M), expressed in dollars per head, 
predicts profitability differences in progeny due to genetics from 
conception to weaning. Increased selection pressure on $M aims to 
decrease overall mature cow size and improve foot structure and fertility 
while maintaining weaning weights consistent with today’s production. 

Weaned Calf Value ($W), expressed in dollars per head, provides 
the expected difference in future progeny preweaning performance 
from birth to weaning. Increased selection pressure on $W increases 
weaning and maternal milk traits while increasing mature cow size.

Feedlot Value ($F), expressed in dollars per head, is the expected 
average difference in future progeny performance for postweaning 
merit compared to progeny of other sires. The underlying objective 
assumes commercial producers will retain ownership of cattle through 
the feedlot phase and sell fed cattle on a carcass weight basis with no 
considerations of premiums or discounts for quality and yield grade.

Grid Value ($G), expressed in dollars per carcass, is the expected 
average difference in future progeny performance for carcass grid merit, 
including quality and yield grade attributes, compared to progeny of 
other sires. 

Beef Value ($B), expressed in dollars per carcass, represents the 
expected average differences in the progeny postweaning performance 
and carcass value compared to progeny of other sires. This index 
assumes commercial producers wean all male and female progeny, 
retain ownership of these animals through the feedlot phase, and 
market these animals on a quality-based carcass grid. 



Event Schedule

Poland Angus Ranch
11230 NE Harvest Rd.
Isabel, KS 67065
620.739.4587

polandangus@havilandtelco.com
cbfarmsfp@gmail.com

Bulls Available for Viewing   8:00 AM
Lunch   11:30 AM

Opening Remarks   12:45 PM
Video Auction Begins    1:00 PM

Carcass Plus Bull Sale
March 1, 2023


